Sustainable Design Competition 2025 

About the Competition
The Sustainable Design Competition is inspired by the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It invites students across all academic stages, including Preliminary Year, Undergraduate, MSc, MRes, and PhD, to propose innovative engineering solutions that address pressing global sustainability challenges.
Participants may enter individually, but interdisciplinary teamwork is strongly encouraged, since collaboration across different fields often leads to more comprehensive and impactful solutions.
Students are free to choose any physical product, provided that the design shows a clear connection to sustainability goals. This competition encourages participants to combine technical expertise, creative thinking, and social responsibility to design solutions that contribute to a more sustainable future.
Participation
Open to all UNNC engineering students: Preliminary Year, Undergraduate, MSc, MRes, and PhD. Students may participate individually or in teams of up to five members, depending on the theme requirements. 
Agenda
· November 5, 2025 – Submissions Open
· November 19, 2025 – Submission Deadline
· November 20, 2025 – Finalist Notification
· November 21, 2025 – Final Presentation & Award Ceremony at CSIAED
Submission Requirements
Submissions may be either newly created works or design projects completed as coursework during study at UNNC. Each submission must highlight its creative ideas and reflections related to sustainable design.
Submission system: All entries must be submitted online via: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQZiU_7CwsVlfN-N9V2qxE_GSH7k9GzYe070XVFACm9WHdTw/viewform?usp=header 
Team information: Include details of all student participants and supervisors. A maximum of five students per team, and each project must include at least one supervisor. 
Poster (Required):
· Format: PDF, max. 10 MB, 4 pages, A3 landscape, 300 dpi.
· Content must include:
1. Page 1: Design Goal – Problem statement and relevance to theme.
2. Page 2: Design Opportunity – Gaps in existing solutions and innovation potential.
3. Page 3: Design Solution – Proposed approach, implementation, key technologies, and application value.
4. Page 4: Design Validation – Evidence of feasibility (simulation, prototype performance, user feedback, etc.). 
Video (Optional):
· Strongly encouraged to support Design Validation.
· Format: MP4, H.264 encoding, HD or higher, ≤ 3 minutes, ≤ 100 MB.
AI Usage Disclosure: 
Submissions using AI-assisted tools must include one dedicated poster page describing tools, prompts, and instructions. Non-compliance will result in disqualification.
Judging Criteria:
· Creativity (30%). Originality of the concept, distinctiveness from existing solutions, and visionary potential.
· Technical Feasibility (25%). Practicality of implementation, soundness of engineering methods, and scalability of the proposed solution.
· Social Value (25%). Contribution to addressing real-world challenges, responsiveness to user or community needs, and potential for positive social or environmental impact.
· Completion & Presentation (20%). Overall maturity and clarity of the work, including the quality of visual and textual documentation, the completeness of the prototype, and the effectiveness of demonstrating key features.
Awards:
	Category
	Prize

	
Best Interdisciplinary Design Award

Awarded to a team that shows strong collaboration across different fields of expertise.

	LEGO, NASA Artemis Space Launch System

	
Most Creative Concept Award

Awarded to a project that demonstrates exceptional originality and visionary potential.

	POP MART Blind Boxes

	
Highest Social Impact Award

Awarded to a project with significant potential to benefit communities or address urgent societal needs.

	Moleskine notebooks

	
Each of the above awards will be granted separately to the undergraduate entry and postgraduate entry.




Inquiries:
For more details, please contact: Jiang.Wu@nottingham.edu.cn 
Special Statement on Intellectual Property
Student designers and supervisors will jointly hold intellectual property rights. Neither party may independently apply for IP-related outcomes. For works with potential for patents, awards, publications, or commercialization, further negotiations will be conducted between the designers and supervisors.

