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Nottingham Confucius Institute Ningbo Branch is the only Confucius
Institute in mainland China. We really appreciate the excellent work

the institute has delivered, which is now such an integral part of the
Nottingham experience we deliver and enjoy. On behalf of all the students, I
would like to share my heartfelt thanks to our wonderful teachers from the
Confucius Institute for your excellent and patient teaching.

Professor Nick Miles (OBE)

Provost and Pro-vice Chancellor
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40,

Students registered for
our Mandarin class

70,
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[ am a ‘student’ of the Nottingham Confucius
Institute China Ningbo Branch. Learning has
been personalized to my needs, combining
textbooks with computer-based learning and
online sources. My Chinese has improved
rapidly, benefitting both the University and

myself.

Professor Martin Lockett
Dean of Faculty of Business (NUBS China)
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Candidates took HSK test Chinese cultural

1n our test center events
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About Us

Established in April 2016, Nottingham Confucius Institute China Ningbo Branch (UNNC CI) is
the only Confucius Institute in mainland China. It was jointly unveiled by the former Director of
Center for Language Education and Cooperation Mdm Xu Lin and the former Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Nottingham Sir David Greenaway. Its establishment symbolizes the University
of Nottingham being the world’s only university who possesses Confucius Institutes in different

countries.
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Given by its unique location and far-reaching
development strategy, UNNC NCI aims to be
different. Our tailor-made language courses,
authentic cultural events, and multi-layers
international exchange opportunities enabled
the international visitors a good experience in
China. A close alignment with UNNC faculties
makes it convenient to liaison with outstanding
scholars in Chinese Studies. Our international
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academic conferences attract a large number
of great scholars from different countries.
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Teaching

Teaching
#HF

Our Mandarin courses satisfy needs from survival to professional
levels. The wide range topics welcome Mandarin learners from
different backgrounds. According to individual requirements, our
experienced and well-trained bilingual teachers can offer lessons in
different formats, like small group class and 1to 1 class. In addition
to taking Chinese classes, Chinese competitions and language
partner programme also provide flexible opportunities for learners
to improve their Chinese language skills. By the end of 2021, there
were 948 students registered our Mandarin class, 70 students for
this year. In coping up with the Covid-19 pandemic control, UNNC
Cl started blended teaching in the Autumn semester, all the online
sessions are freely opened to those international students who can
not come to China temporarily.
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Mandarin learners from
52 countries registered
HSK with us.
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Events

Events
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UNNC CI Engaged in the Course Development of
China-CEEC Education Exchange Portal

Under the leadership of Global Engagement Office, and
after three months’ preparation, the first series of video
Mandarin classes produced by UNNC CI for China-CEEC
Education Exchange Portal were completed by the end
of May. The class contained twenty lectures focusing on
beginning level and survival business Chinese. UNNC CI
Mandarin teachers and 11 UNNC students participated
in the class producing. The development of China-CEEC
Education Exchange Portal was one of the key programs
of Ningbo Municipal Education Bureau’s ‘Fourteenth Five
Year Plan’.
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Chinese Painting Class

Monday 15 Mar at room 312 IAMET Building, the first
weekly Chinese painting class met UNNC students and
staff. It was the second year for the Confucius Institute
to hold the Chinese painting class. With the last session
of this year finished on 22 Nov, altogether 13 teaching
sessions were delivered this year by Mr. Qingyu Li — the
national first-class artist. At each class, there were about
40 participants, hitting the top capacity of the classroom.

In order to overcome the barriers of language and to
improve painting skills together, the class used a buddy
system to pair international participants with Chinese
participants. Throughout the whole year learning and
practice, the participants’ skill had improved obviously.
The flowers and birds painted by the participants looked
vivid. Some participants were able to paint nice portraits
showing the learner’s great talent and hard work.

Special thanks to Ningbo overseas Chinese Calligraphy
and Painting Institute, Li Qingyu Studio, Dengfenglai
Studio and UNNC Chinese Calligraphy and Painting
Society. It is expected that the class will continue in the
next year.
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Mandarin Language Partner Program

The weekly language partner program aimed to
provide more chances for the learners to practice
Chinese. Coordinated by the student society
Mandarin Corner, this event was carried out in both
online and offline approaches, in order to look
after those who cannot come to China currently.
Meanwhile, it can cope up with the university's
Covid-19 pandemic control.

In total, it reached 85 pairs of international students

and staff to engage in the programme. To show their
improvements in Chinese language, the participants

also presented us with a short video performance in

the end of the year.

As a part of the university's Living in China
Programme, this activity will be carried out in every
semester and welcome more international students
and staff to enroll in.

FR3CiEa]
BE—RHNPXEHENEENFIBREESHELIIN
IBAS. AEFEREAPHEOMET, HE2EELER
FEERFERZFE, ZasbARIEAIZ A1 TEEEH
T, B, R LAEFAIE S A AR BThEE
b,

XA 7 SIA8STIHEMAINER, AREBA—EF
JGINE. ATRMEFXSEHE, ZRINEE
FIRES T EERPIOFERE.

ERZER "EEETE "TEN—8D, XIENSEEF
HigHAEs T, DB SHIERRITERZ S0

Scan the QR code to view
video performance




Events

Lantern Festival Celebration

On 26 Feb, UNNC students, staff and staff family members celebrated the Lantern Festival at UNNC
MN Canteen. Given by the round shape of the sweet dumplings, this event aimed to celebrate the
reunion of students and staff after the winter break, meanwhile welcome new staff to join the UNNC
family.

Professor Martin Lockett, Dean of Faculty of Business, welcomed all the participants. He introduced
the custom of the Lantern Festival amongst traditional Chinese people, even pointed out that the
Lantern Festival was a Chinese Valentine's Day. His knowledge and passion about Chinese culture
amazed the students and staff. After a light lunch, we made sweet dumplings and lanterns together.
Nottingham Confucius Institute, Human Resources Department and Department of Campus Life
jointly organized this event.
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Field Trip to Hengjie Town

Sunday 14 Mar, UNNC Confucius Institute

and the Department of Campus Life jointly
organized a cultural tour to Hengjie town in
Ningbo. 32 Mandarin learners and staff from the
above two departments dug bamboo shoots,
made barbeque lunch, and spent a nice day
together. Hengjie Town is known for its well-
protected bamboo forest, which possesses the
largest stretch grove of bamboo nationwide. The
participants said it was a great chance for them
to explore about the Chinese villages.
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Chinese Knot Workshop

7 Apr at Trent 138, a mini workshop on Chinese

knot was held. Staff from CELE department and

FOB participated in the event. The workshop was a
component of UNNC cross-cultural event, which was
co-organized by the Human Resources Department
and UNNC Confucius Institute.
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Events

The 17th UNNC Chinese Competition

13 Apr at Siyuan Auditorium, the 17th UNNC Chinese Competition was successfully organized.
20 competitors from UNNC, Ningbo Polytechnic, Ningbo International School, and Huamao
International School presented their outstanding Chinese language skills and rich knowledge on
Chinese culture.

Professor Gary Rawnsley and Professor Martin Lockett delivered opening speech and closing speech
separately. Provost Professor Nick Miles, Principals of Ningbo International School Mr Philip Biling
and Mr Robert Yan, Office Manager of Confucius Institute, Director of Language Center, Director of
Department of Campus Life, Director of Department of Human Resources and other guests from
friend schools attended the event.

The competition consisted of three parts: quiz on Chinese culture, Chinese words guess, and Chinese
talent show. Different from other competition, the competition did not differentiate the performance
of the candidates by scores or marks, but awarded them by their shining features specifically.
Meanwhile, the Chinese competition online part received videos from overseas international
students. In the video, they expressed their desire to come to China as soon as possible. Kevin Chen’s
video, as the representative of all the online competitors, was showed at the night of 13 Apr.

To echo the theme ‘integration and collaboration’ of the 9th Ningbo International University Students
Festival and the 5th UNNC International Education Week, the Chinese competition realized many
first times'. It was the first time for the UNNC Chinese competition to integrate both online and
offline platforms, the first time to integrate four departments in the university to organize the event
together (Confucius Institute, Language Center, Department of Campus Life, and Department of
Human Resources), and the first time to integrate both Chinese and international candidates in one
team. The student’s society Mandarin Corner and Vis-a-vis also made great efforts to support this
event.
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Events

Chinese Fan Painting

As a component of UNNC Cross Cultural Event, the
Chinese Fan Painting was organized on 18 April
2.00-5.00pm at DB-C06. About 20 students and staff
participated in the event. The participants learnt how
to use the Chinese brush pen to draw special items
and make their unique fan.

Painting and calligraphy on fan have a long history
in China. Given by the displayed exquisite painting
and calligraphy skills, the function of a fan is beyond
fanning. It is a kind of innovative indoor decoration
and personal collection. A fan with one’s beautiful
handwriting is always an attentive gift for friends.

This event was jointly organized by the UNNC
Confucius Institute and Department of Human
Resources, and executed by UNNC Chinese
Calligraphy and Painting Society.
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‘Global Village’ China Booth

30 Apr, the UNNC Confucius Institute presented a
China Booth for the ‘Global Village' in the First UNNC
Family Day. The China Booth possessed Chinese
characterize items, like dumplings, shuttlecock, table
games, and DIY handcrafts about Chinese poems.
This activity was organized by the HR department and
hundreds of staff and their family members joined the
fun.
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Egg Dual Activities on the ‘Beginning of Summer’

5 May saw the solar term called ‘Beginning of
Summer’. Staff gathered together to celebrate the
event via a very Ningbo local way at Room 209 Trent
Building. Like egg hunting for Easter, the ‘Beginning
of Summer' is also a day relating to eggs. On the day,
parents would make a small net to contain an egg.
Children bring the egg to school playing egg dual
with friends. The egg dual is a game that each person
holding an egg and pushing the egg to the other
person, until one of the eggs cracks.

Staff had a lot of fun from this game. The participants
also made egg painting afterwards. The egg activity in
the ‘Beginning of Summer’ had been an annual event
organized by the UNNC Confucius Institute. Many
attendees thanked UNNC Cl and HR for bringing fun
and Chinese culture to them.
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Peking Opera Mask Painting

21 May at room 209 Trent Building, the UNNC
Confucius Institute and Human Resources Department
jointly organized the forth cross-cultural event —
Peking Opera Mask Painting. 15 staff participated in
the activity. Peking Opera has more than 500 years'’
history. The performance combines music, vocal
performance, mime, dance and acrobatics. It is treated
as one of the cultural treasures of China. Through
painting the opera masks, participants got a very
general idea on how to encode the characteristics

of the roles in Peking Opera through the colors and
patterns on their faces. The finished opera masks were
as beautiful as art crafts.
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Events

UNNC CI Staff and Staff Kids Provided Performance
on UNNC Staff Night

28 May at the DH Lawrence Auditorium, UNNC Cl
staff and staff kids provided a performance on the
UNNC Staff Night. The performance was a violin and
piano ensemble accompanied with dance. It was the
first time for the UNNC ClI to provide performance on
Staff Night.
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Dragon Boat Festival

9 Jun at MN Canteen, about 30 staff participated in
the zongzi DIY activity to celebrate the Dragon Boat
Festival. This event was jointly organized by UNNC
Confucius Institute and HR Department. Dragon Boat
Festival is on the fifth day of the fifth month in the
lunar calendar. There were many customs on the day.
In ancient time, people believed that the fifth month
was an unlucky month because natural disasters and
illnesses were common in the month. Therefore, they
hung calamus and artemisia on the door, hoping the
sword shaped herb and the herb’s strong smell could
remove the evil spirits. Meanwhile, they wore fragrant
sachets to avoid poisonous animals approaching to
them in order to avoid diseases. People also race
dragon boats and eat zongzi to memorize a patriotic
poet Qu Yuan. After learning the origin of the festival,
participants started to make zongzi under the
guidance of the cook. They showed great interests

in the event and many of them claimed that they
hope that there would be more activities on Chinese
culture.
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Tea Ceremony

16 Jun at TB 228 from 2:00-4:00pm, UNNC Confucius
Institute organized the Cross-Culture Workshop: Tea
Culture Workshop. About 10 staff joined the session.
Under the guidance of the instructor, the participants
closed their eyes and took a deep relax. Then they
had a taste of the tea, and listened to the introduction
about the Chinese tea culture. The fragrant smell and
relaxed environment left very enjoyable impression to
the participants.
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Celebration of Mid-Autumn Festival

Sep 22 at MN Canteen, over 30 UNNC students and
staff celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival together.
This event attracted participants from many countries
including Russia, Nigeria, Indonesia and Germany.

It was jointly organized by the UNNC Confucius
Institute, Graduate School and Department of
Campus Life. The event was a part of the university's
Living in China programme.

The participants made mooncakes under the
instruction of the professional snack makers. While
holding the beautiful mooncakes in hand, the
participants enjoyed great fun.
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Events

Lantern Riddles Game

8-9 Oct at the bridge near the Portland Building,
lantern riddles were hung to invite students and staff
to have fun of Chinese culture. Even the rain could not
stop participants’ passion. Over 400 riddles were used
up within less than 2 hours. The lantern riddle game
is a well known traditional game for Chinese people.
Given by its artful way to reflect people’s wisdom and
knowledge, the game still attracts people’s attend in
modern days. The event also had an online version

to facilitate overseas UNNCers and UNNC's partner
university to participate in. This event was jointly
organized by UNNC Confucius Institute, Department
of Campus Life and Global Engagement Office, and
executed by the student society Mandarin Corner.
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Explore the Golden Lacquer Wood Carving

16 Oct, 38 staff and students visited the Museum of
Ningbo Golden Lacquered Wood Carvings. The skill
to make golden lacquered wood carvings was listed
in China’s first group of intangible cultural heritage,

as this skill had over 1000 years’ history. It was initially
widely used in temples, then gradually applied to
people’s daily used goods. Given by its splendid colour
and exquisite carving patterns, the art pieces saw its
prosperity in Song Dynasty as a symbol of Ningbo's
marriage culture. The over 200-kilogram bridal

sedan chair, over 1000-hour made big bed and other
collections in the museum could all be evidences of it.

After learning the raw materials of the golden
lacquered wood carvings, the visitors finally got a
chance to learn the skill. The experiments enhanced
participants’ understanding towards the Chinese
intangible cultural heritage. Many of them said that
they are amazed by the handcraft maker’s wisdom,
innovation and persistent training.

This event was jointly organized by UNNC Graduate
School, UNNC Confucius Institute and Department of
Campus Life.
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Events

UNNC Student Won the Prize in the Chinese
Competition

11 Nov at Wanli University, the first Chinese
Competition for International Students in Ningbo
were successfully held. As a representative of UNNC,
Gangmin Ryou participated in the competition

and won the third prize, ranking top 4 amongst 12
candidates.

This competition was organized by Ningbo Education
Bureau and jointly supported by all the universities

in Ningbo. The fierce competition attracted many
top candidates including the one who was born and
grow up in Ningbo, and the one who was doing a
Master degree in Teaching Chinese. Amongst the 12
candidates in the semifinal competition, 6 of them
went to the final round including Gangmin Ryou.
Through the two rounds competition on the day,
Gangmin showed his excellent Chinese skills and
profound understanding about Chinese culture. Many
congratulations to Gangmin again!

Appreciation also went to his Mandarin teachers May
Li and Smile Ye, competition trainers Luchao Wang and
Zhiwei Ge!
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Visiting Cheng Yang Village

3 Dec, the Cheng Yang Village in Donggian Lake
received some international visitors. They were UNNC
and students from 9 different countries.

The activity was jointly delivered by the Department

of Campus Life, the UNNC Confucius Institute and the
Graduate School. It aimed to provide staff and students
the real experience of Chinese culture and traditions.
The particular purpose of this trip in Cheng Yang Village
was to present the achievement of development of a
local village through arts.

Surrounded by rich greenery environment of this village,
all the visitors expressed their enjoyment for this trip.
Ishima from Nigeria said, “The local people are very
friendly and hospitable. | am impressed by the unique
architecture in the village and this actually reminds me
of my hometown. It gives me fantastic experience to get
a closer look at the nature and local people’s life.” Yannet
from Ethiopia said, "I feel so happy to have lunch in the
courtyard of a featured local restaurant. | really enjoy the
food, the place and the beautiful sunshine”
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Get in touch

Contacting us

Nottingham Confucius Institute
China Ningbo Branch

Room 430

Trent Building

199 East Taikang Road

Ningbo China

315100
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#r4%315000

u nottingham.edu.cn/en/confucius-institute/home.aspx

confucius.institute@nottingham.edu.cn

+86 (0)574 88180000-8340
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